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AHUG ANNUAL DINNER

The annual membership meeting was held in St. Mary’s PA on May 13th. Pennsylvania Secretary of Agriculture, Russell Redding was the featured speaker for the event. 


Executive Director, Susan Swanson welcomed the crowd and gave an overview of the current condition of the organization and the industry of the region. The past several years have been challenging noted Swanson, and AHUG is at a crossroads much like the hardwood industry. While our membership has remained fairly stable, at a time when many hardwood companies have gone out of business, because of a dependence on state funding, our financial resources have diminished. 

 
In light of this, the organization is now struggling. While we have a long list of accomplishments and programs that have helped the industry, we can’t make up the loss of state funding. Swanson stressed the need for reorganization of the organization to make sure AHUG can remain viable. She thanked the Board of Directors for their dedication to the organization and assured the members that they would do everything possible to keep the organization going. 


She noted the success of the organization and the partnerships that have been developed over time. State agencies, the Dept. of Ag, the HDC, the Dept. of Conservation and Natural Resources, the Dept. of Labor and Industry, the Dept. of Community and Economic Development, our local development districts, the workforce investment boards, the state forests, the Allegheny National Forest and the relationships that have been built between industry and all of these organizations. 


Board member Amy Shields spoke about the value of AHUG to St. Mary’s Lumber and other industry members. Citing the Woodmobile and education presentations that are given to hundreds of students every year. Amy talked about the legislative meetings with policy makers, regulatory authorities and state and federal landowners to ensure access to the resource that we all depend on. She spoke of the professional development opportunities and distribution of information that the industry needs to be informed and participate in. Numerous things that each company could not accomplish on their own but things that are made easier by the collective resources that AHUG allows. 


Secretary Redding spoke of the challenges facing the state right now. He talked about how important agriculture is to the state and the nation. Food and fiber that helps to feed, clothe and house the people of this country and the world. He stressed the environment of doing more with less and with greater regulation. Secretary Redding expressed support for AHUG and it’s members. He noted the value of the Hardwoods Development Council and his support to help keep the Council and the industry going in the current challenging time.  Secretary Redding stated it will take all of us. 


AHUG awards were given.  Suzanne Klinger received the Chris Mullen Memorial Award, Jack Hedlund received the Sandy Cochran Memorial Award and St. Marys Lumber was the recipient of the Good  Neighbor Award

KEVIN SNYDER NAMED LOGGER OF THE YEAR

Kevin Snyder of Pleasantville was named AHUG Outstanding Logger of the Year at the 42nd Annual Kane Area Logger Safety Meeting that was held in Johnsonburg on April 6, 2010.


More that 100 attended the program, which featured three speakers on Marcellus Shale natural gas development and its link with the timber industry.  The three-hour forum also included logging equipment displays in the fire hall parking lot, vendor exhibits in the fire hall, prizes and refreshments. 


AHUG each year honors a logger who best exemplifies the qualities of professionalism, a strong          commitment to safety and who has community and industry service involvement.  Snyder is a certified logger under the Pennsylvania Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI) program.  


He is also an instructor for the “Game of Logging” which teaches safe logging techniques to loggers, utility company workers, forest landowners and others. 


Snyder is very proficient in these courses.  He is a five-time state champion in the “Game of Logging” competition and the only two-time national champion in the contest.  Kevin is a logging contractor for Highland Forest Resources in Marienville, assists with youth wrestling in his community and has been involved in both the Titusville Area Youth Football League and Little League baseball.  He also established a scholarship fund to send varsity wrestlers to summer camp and sponsors underprivileged children in various athletic programs.


Kevin was one of five nominated for the award.  Other nominees included Perry Swanson of Kane, Dave Sallack of Wilcox, Shawn Sheeley of Kersey and Steve Larson of Port Allegany.


Kevin received many fine gifts including a Stihl chain saw donated by Dave’s Saw Shop, a mounted gold axe from Ames True temper, a laser etched plaque, a tool box from Kane Napa, an engraved all bat from Brookville Wood Products, a monetary gift and one-year membership to AHUG.  He also received citations from Senator Joseph Scarnati, Representative Kathy Rapp,  Representative Scott Hutchinson and Congressman Glenn Thompson.


Featured speakers at the forum were Thomas Murphy, Lycoming County Cooperative Extension educator for energy development; Craig Dean, construction engineer for the Warren-based Pennsylvania General Energy (PGE); and Blaine Puller, forester for PGE and a retired forester at Kane Hardwood.


They spoke on the forum theme “Working Together Safely: the Timber Industry and Marcellus Shale Development.”  


Other speakers included Tony Scardina, the Bradford district ranger for the Allegheny National Forest; Amy Shields of St. Marys Lumber and Suzanne Klinger, AHUG president, and the newly named SFI program manager, Nathan Fice.

PENNSYLVANIA’S WAY TO WORK


Pennsylvania’s Way to Work is a new initiative that will help put an estimated 20,000 people to work.  PA Way to Work allows the department of Labor & Industry to reimburse employers for 100 percent of gross wages for employees placed under the program.


All private, public and non-profit employers in Pennsylvania are encouraged to participate in PA Way to Work.


This program’s success depends on the participation of all businesses.  Pennsylvania’s local workforce investment boards, or WIBs, are already reaching out to employers.  Local WIBs will recruit qualified job applicants for you.  All you have to do is interview the candidates and make your selection.  PA’s Way to Work will pay up to $13 an hour in gross wages for each employee you hire. Your business will be responsible for relevant federal and state taxes.


Funding for the program ends September 30, 2010.  For more information about participating in Pennsylvania’s Way to Work initiative, visit www.paworkforce.state.pa.us or call (866) 858-2753.
12th Annual Women in Timber Luncheon

The 12 Annual Women in Timber Luncheon was held at the Kane Country Club on April 1, 2010 with an excellent attendance of local women associated with the timber industry.  Speakers for the event were State District Foresters, Cecile Stelter  from the Cornplanter Forest District and Jeanne Wambaugh  from Elk State Forest District.


Stelter and Wambaugh are two of just three female district foresters for the 20 state forests.  Both are graduates of Penn State with degrees in Forest Science.  


Jeanne began her career in 1986 as a state forest fire “ lookout” and worked her was up to district forester.  The Elk State Forest includes about 200,000 acres in Elk and Cameron counties and parts of McKean, Potter and Clinton Counties.  She is a native of York County and has worked in five different state forests.  Jeanne explained what her office does and why she loves her job.


Ceciles’ career began in in 1989.  The Cornplanter State Forest has “a small footprint in a large area”, is about 2,000 acres in five counties.  There emphasis is on outreach and technical advice.  Her office works closely with owners of private forest lands to offer expertise.  Stetler stated “ there are more and more challenges”.
AHUG MEMBERS MEET WITH 

REPUBLICAN POLICY COMMITTEE 

MEETING 


AHUG members Ken Kane, vice president of Keith Horn Inc. consulting foresters and Blaine Puller, retired forester for Kane Hardwood provided a forest tour for members of the policy committee. The group included Committee Chair, Rep. Stan Saylor, Rep. Matt Gabler, Rep, Scott Hutchinson, Rep. Martin Causer and Rep. Carl Metzgar, and Jill Thompson represented Rep. Kathy Rapp. 


The tour included a variety of management options and the group discussed what the conditions were and what they desired conditions would be into the future. The group then convened at the Red Fern to discuss the current condition of the industry, the importance of managing public land and how industry and public land managers can help each other and the forests of Pennsylvania in light of the challenges from insect and diseases and other challenges that land managers face.  


Other guests included Dr. James Grace, Deputy Secretary of DCNR, State Forester Dan Devlin, Hardwoods Development Director, Keith Craig, Lois DeMarco, from the Allegheny National Forest and several other members of industry including Nancy McCloskey, of Forecon, Inc. Amy Shields, St. Mary’s Lumber, Blaine Puller and Ken Kane.
WOODMOBILE VISITS
WARREN COUNTY

More than 400 third grade students gathered at the Warren County Fairgrounds on Tuesday May 4th to learn about the forest resource, wood products, wildlife management and the mineral resources that exist in our region. AHUG and the Warren Forest Higher Education Council School to Work Partnership sponsored the event. The Pennsylvania Woodmobile program was featured. Other presentations were given by the PA Game Commission, the USDA Forest Service Research Lab, Penn State Cooperative Extension, the AHUG presentations and a new presentation by the Drake Well Mobile Museum on oil and gas development in the region. 


AHUG volunteers for the day included Todd Sparks of Hancock Forest Management, Amy Shields, of St. Mary’s Lumber, Jim Davis of Vegetation Managers, Jim Chapman of Hyma-DeVore Lumber, Jack Buckler of Larimer & Norton, Scott Weikert, Penn State Extension and retired foresters Dale Anderson and Bob Leslie as well as AHUG staff. 
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