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Russell C. Redding, Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture Secretary will be the guest speaker at the Annual AHUG Dinner Meeting which will be held on Thursday, May 13th, 2010 at the Red Fern in St. Marys, PA.

Secretary Redding was appointed to serve as Secretary of Agriculture in September 2009, and was confirmed by the Senate on Dec. 16, 2009. He previously served as Executive Deputy Secretary for the Department. Redding brings with him an innate understanding of production agriculture, stemming from his youth on his family’s dairy farm in Gettysburg and his time as a dairy farm operator with his wife, Nina.

In this post, he oversees the day-to-day management of the Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture, which is responsible for issues related to Pennsylvania's number one industry. A part of the Department’s leadership team since 1995, Redding previously provided oversight and guidance to Bureaus as a Deputy Secretary.

Redding also has extensive experience as a public servant, having spent more than 20 years serving Pennsylvania in Harrisburg and in Washington D.C. Through his work as the Vocational Student Organization Coordinator with the Pennsylvania Department of Education, Redding provided leadership to the Pennsylvania FFA Association.

As a member of the Department of Labor & Industry’s executive staff, Redding helped shape policies that kept Pennsylvania businesses thriving and bolstered the state’s workforce.

Expanding his service to Pennsylvania beyond the state’s borders, Redding served as Agricultural Policy Advisor and Executive Assistant to United States Senator Harris Wofford. In this role, Secretary Redding provided leadership to the agriculture industry for the state and the nation, and was able to support Pennsylvanians on critical issues such as community and economic development, volunteerism/community service and national agriculture policies.

Redding is a graduate of the Pennsylvania State University, having earned his B.S. and M.S. degrees in Agriculture and Extension Education. In 2005, he was named an Outstanding Alum by the university. Redding was also a Pennsylvania State FFA Officer, serving as Vice President for the agricultural education organization. In recognition of his support, Redding has been awarded the Honorary Keystone Degree and the Honorary American Degree. In 2009, the Pennsylvania FFA Association recognized him for his 30 years of committed service to the organization.

Redding, his wife Nina and sons Garrison and Elliot reside in Adams County, where the family is active in the Upper Adams 4-H Club. 
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Cooperation Urged for Drilling





(by Dave Fredley &  Dave Wright, Erie News Time 2/6)	


	Recently, a court order was issued when local oil and gas interests who own resources beneath the forest legally challenged new drilling restrictions created by the U.S. Forest Service.


	On Dec. 15, Judge Sean J. McLaughlin of the U.S. District Court for the western District of PA ordered the forest Service to discontinue its restrictions on new oil and gas well drilling operations and directed the Forest Service to follow 30 year, court-approved procedures for the oil ad gas industry.


	We had the opportunity to provide testimony to the court based on our experiences with the oil and gas program, and we believe oil and gas owners were rightly concerned that their legal right to access their properties was being unfairly inhibited.  


	Recent decisions by Forest Service leaders to forgo reasonable communication and well-established project evaluation procedures of the past to follow a more restrictive relationship imposed unreasonable and adverse economic impacts on the industry and regional business.


	According to the court testimony, these adverse impacts have been devastating to many families and small businesses at a time of severe recession.


	Management of the forest ecosystem and oil and gas development has never been mutually exclusive.  From its inception, the “working forest” as we refer to its history, was dependent upon recognition by federal forest managers of the rights of private mineral owners to access their minerals and the need for good cooperation and communication between the land surface owner and the mineral owner—a relationship that had continued successfully until recently.


	Composed of 513,000 acres of public land, the Allegheny National Forest is one of the smallest and most valuable forests in the National Forest System.


	The forest’s original land base, made up primarily of eastern white pine and beech stands, and privately owned at the time, was heavily harvested in the late 1800s and early 1900s to help build cities throughout the eastern United States.  After these early harvest operations, valuable hardwoods—black cherry, red and sugar maple, oaks, ash and hickory—grew to become one of the world’s most valuable forest ecosystems, providing important wildlife habitat and an important source of needed timber supply.	Valuable hardwoods weren’t the only hidden treasure on the Allegheny plateau.  Privately owned oil and gas deposits were also discovered beneath the surface of the land in the late 1800s. (continued)


		


		











LOGGER OF THE YEAR NOMINATION NEEDED





	Once again nominations are needed for the AHUG Outstanding Logger of the Year.  Nominations should be submitted in letter form and should include the nominee’s name, address and phone number, who is nominating them and why they feel this person would be a good choice.  The nominating person’s name will be kept confidential.  Any support letters or other documentation may be included.  


	The general criteria for these awards include: Commitment to safety, overall quality of work, productivity (per man hour), attitude, and work ethic.  Logger of the year candidates will also be judged on industry activism and community involvement.


	We request you nomination letter be submitted to AHUG at PO Box 133, Kane, PA 16735, FAX (814)837-4950 or e-mail to hardwood@penn.com 


	The DEADLINE for nominations is March 1, 2010.














Cooperation Urged for Drilling)


In 1911, the U.S. Congress passed the Weeks Act to allow the federal government to purchase private lands in Pennsylvania and other eastern states for the designation and management of national forest.  With the consent of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania in 1923, the Allegheny National Forest was established by presidential proclamation.


	The purchase of lands in the Allegheny National Forest, however, did not include the valuable minerals beneath the surface.  Rather, the Forest Service realized it could purchase more surface for the money if the minerals remained in private ownership, and since 1923, forest management has sanctioned the continuing development of privately owned oil and gas resources.


	This approach has created numerous well-paying jobs throughout western PA and valuable energy resources for our entire nation.


	Now that the federal court has re-established the proper legal framework, we believe it’s time to re-establish the cooperative relationship between Forest Service management and the oil and gas industry to ensure mutually beneficial, positive outcomes, now and into the future.


	This cooperative approach will provide tremendous opportunities and numerous benefits to the citizens of western Pennsylvania and throughout our nation.
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SPRING SAFETY MEETING &


LADIES LUNCHEON DATES SET


	


	The 42nd Annual Loggers & Saw Millers Spring Safety Meeting will be held at the Johnsonburg firehall on Tuesday, April 6, 2010.  The program for this year’s meeting will be “ Working Together Safely: The Timber Industry & Marcellus Shale Development”.  Safety equipment outdoors expo will begin at 4:00 p.m., indoor expo and Safety Program at 5:00 p.m. and dinner following.


	The 12th Annual Women in Timber Ladies Luncheon will be held on Thursday, April 1, 2010 at the Kane Country Club beginning at 12:00 p.m. until 2:00 p.m.  The speakers this year will be Cecile Stelter and Jeanne Wambaugh, District Foresters for the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources.


	Reservation for the luncheon may be made by calling the AHUG office.








ADVERTISING OPPORTUNITY





	AHUG is offering an opportunity to it’s membership to advertise in this newsletter for a minimal fee. The newsletter is distributed to members including forest product companies, loggers, sawmills, manufacturers, as well as allied industries, local government agencies, legislators, officials and others interested in the industry. We will be accepting business card size (2.0 in x 3.5in) ads and you may send electronically as JPEG files, word files, or PDF’s or send us your business card via mail.  The fee for advertising will be $25.00 for one time or $100.00 for four consecutive times.   Our newsletter is published quarterly. Whether you are a new business or an established industry, advertising is a great idea to promote your business  and it would also help our organization with publishing and distributing costs for the newsletter.
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“HW Buck” LOG BUCKER TRAINING





	The “HW Buck” Log Bucker Training program has been scheduled for Tuesday, April 6, 2010 at the Johnsonburg Firehall. This program was developed by the US Forest Service and the Ohio Forestry Association.  It uses a combination of computer simulation and practical application to help logging professionals improve their log bucking skills, adding measurable log value recovery to harvest operations.  This course offers certificate of completion, SFI continuing education credit and SAF continuing education credit. More information available by contacting AHUG. 








Biomass Crop Assistance Program (BCAP) Update:





	The USDA Farm Services Agency (FSA) has made the decision that with the posting of the BCAP proposed rule review, the Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA) is terminated and FSA will no longer be accepting applications for matching payments until the review is completed. 


	Payments will continue to be made to those eligible material owners who’ve been previously approved and who deliver eligible material to an approved biomass conversion facility through March 31, 2010. 











AHUG and AFA Working with Forest Service 





	Members of AHUG and the AFA have been meeting with the Forest Service, including the Regional Forester Kent Connaughton, in recent weeks to discuss forest management on the ANF. Topics include: upcoming timber projects, harvest prescriptions, a programmatic NEPA for future blowdown as well as greater utilization of the stewardship contracting authority. 


	AFA Director, (Former Congressman) John Peterson, AHUG Executive Director Susan Swanson, Forest Service Research Director, Susan Stout, PSU School of Forest Resources Director, Mike Messina and several members of industry have been meeting with the Forest Service staff to identify concerns and work towards maximizing timber management objectives. The group is identifying projects that can meet multiple objectives and use those to create a synergy for the future.


 	Ken Kane, forester for Keith Horn Consulting Foresters, Inc., is chairing the working group. 











