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                       With Our Sincere Appreciation…








This past year has been an economic struggle for everyone.  As an organization, AHUG has been in the very difficult position of trying to maintain the high level of industry assistance and representation that our companies have come to expect, while at the same time facing the reality that our very existence was in jeopardy. 


	Upon the timely passage of this year’s state budget,  I was very pleasantly surprised to receive a call from our Lieutenant Governor, Joe Scarnati.  His news that the HDC had been funded, and that AHUG (all three HUG’s, in fact)  would be included in that funding, was certainly welcomed news!   The Senator truly carried the load on this one.  He went to bat for the people of his district and got the job done, and for that we are certainly grateful.  


	Thanks also to our other state legislators, particularly members of the House Republican Policy Committee, who held a tour and roundtable event in our region in May that focused on the hardwood industry, the need for active forest management and the economic benefits that our industry provides to the rural communities of our region. The event was co-sponsored by AHUG and Rep. Matt Gabler (75th District).  Attending were Committee Chairman, Rep. Stan Saylor (94th District), Rep. Scott Hutchison (64th District), Rep. Marty Causer (67th District), Rep. Carl Metzgar (6th District), and Jill Thompson (on behalf of Rep. Kathy Rapp, 65th District).  Our thanks to those members of the forest products community who partnered with AHUG in this unique opportunity, including Dr. Jim Grace and Dan Devlin (PA –DCNR), Lois DeMarco (ANF), Keith Craig (HDC) and Bob Kirchner (AFA). Special thanks to our industry members who helped to plan / execute the tour and lead the discussion, including Blaine Puller (retired from Kane Hardwoods / Collins Pine), Ken Kane (Keith Horn, Inc.), Amy Shields (St. Marys Lumber Co), Nancy McCloskey (Forecon, Inc.), and Luke Dillinger (Domtar, Inc.). 


	AHUG would also like to extend thanks to Secretary of Agriculture, Russell Redding, who graciously spoke at our annual dinner in May, as well as Howard Brush, Director of Governor Rendell’s NW PA Regional Office.  Both carried word back to the Harrisburg administration on our behalf.  Thanks as well to Deborah Pontzer (US Congressman G.T. Thompson’s office), who has consistently provided support and encouragement for our efforts.


	A great deal of thanks must be extended to our membership as well.  Many of our board members and industry representatives made personal contact with their legislators on our behalf, actions which proved to be critical to our receipt of state funding.  Of course, I am not surprised by your efforts, as our members have always been the strongest link in the continued success of our organization.  When given the opportunity to speak on their own behalf, our members shine in their ability to communicate the importance of a robust PA hardwood industry.  We are grateful that our members consider AHUG to be a vital piece of that puzzle.  


	You’ve heard the expression, “It takes a village”.  This past year has certainly been a testament to that expression.  Without the support of all of you, our legislators, and our partners throughout the state’s forest products community, AHUG would be facing a very difficult journey in attempting to maintain the organization.  Difficult times are far from over for AHUG, the industry,  the state and the nation, as we will face many challenges over the next few years.  However, with current funding secured (and the continued dues and support of our members), we will now be able to focus on our most important task…promoting the region’s hardwood industry.   It is truly a pleasure to work with all of you, and again, “Thank You” for your continued and overwhelming support. 	





Sincerely, 


Susan Swanson


Executive Director











BOILER MACT RULES


	The Environmental Protection Agencies proposed Boiler MACT (maximum achievable control technology) requirement could mean the loss of thousands of Pennsylvania jobs according to a study that was commissioned by The American Forest and Paper Association and conducted by Fisher International. The Environmental Protection Agency


EPA’s proposed Boiler MACT rule set emission limits for boilers and process heaters located at universities, in small municipalities, food processor, furniture manufacturers, a wide range of manufacturers. The study found that it is so stringent that it would have a devastating impact on existing jobs as well as be a disincentive for the use of renewable energy and be unsustainable for the forest products industry. 


EPA has taken public comment on the proposed rule and many companies, organizations, including AHUG have submitted comments on the proposed rule. The Pa. Hardwoods Development Council, the State Forestry Task Force, have also submitted comments. Other states have determined that it would have detrimental effects on their states as well. 


	The study results may be viewed at 	the AF& PA Website:


www.afandpa.org.








TRAINING ENROLLMENT – “HW Buck” Log Bucker Training


Johnsonburg Fire Hall


Johnsonburg, PA





Tuesday, October 26, 2010


8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.


The Hardwood Value Improvement Project (HVIP) is a partnership that includes the US Forest Service Wood Education Resource Center, Ohio Forestry Association, Michigan Technological University, and regional partnership from the four eastern hardwood regions.  The program focuses on improving the value of hardwood logs produced across a 28-state area.   The HVIP offers a training program that integrates field, classroom and computer simulation techniques to teach better log bucking decision making.





AHUG will once again be offering this training at a reduced rate of $50.00 per person.  SFI fee is included.  (two SFI credits)





Please call the AHUG office at 837-8550 or visit the AHUG website  at www.ahug.com for a registration form.  Deadline for registration is October 19th.








Northwest Court Ruling


Logging a Point Source for Pollution


	A recent decision from the federal Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals, in a case from the Tillamook State Forest, identifies rainwater that could be channeled by logging roads or logging activities into rivers and streams as a point source pollution. 


This ruling could have wide ranging implications for forestry applications across the country. At the present it only applies to operations in Oregon, it could be applied on a broader scale. 


The Northwest Environmental Defense Center brought the case against the Oregon State Forester and the Oregon Board of Forestry and area timber companies. They plaintiffs argued that storm runoff from forest roads carries sediment and eventually reaches nearby rivers. They contended that since the logging roads diverted the sediment it is a point-source discharge, which requires a special permit under the Clean Water Act. 


This ruling could change the current status of logging as a non-point source of pollution, which it has been traditionally considered in the past. There have been numerous studies that have concluded that a very small amount of the sediment that enters a stream is from logging.


						





Emerald Ash Borer Quarantine Extended


The Emerald Ash Borer quarantine has been extended to include a total of 43 counties in Pennsylvania. The ash borer was found in six additional counties this summer. In total the ash borer has been found in 17 counties of western and central Pennsylvania. 


The new designation covers all of the existing detected areas as well as corresponding areas in neighboring states. The purpose of the quarantine is to slow the spread of the EAB. 


	The quarantine prohibits the transportation of materials from the region. This includes ash nursery stock; ash logs, limbs, branches or roots, green ash lumber, and wood products, such as chips and firewood. Transport of the material within the quarantine is allowed. Compliance agreements may be obtained from the PA Dept. of Agriculture and the USDA. Under these agreements the mills would ensure processing to prevent the spread of EAB. 


 	For more information on the quarantine and compliance agreements contact Walt Blosser at the PA Dept. of Agriculture at 717-772-5205 or email at wblosser@state.pa.us.  New York State has also increased it’s quarantine area.


			











ROACH-BAUER FORESTRY FORUM TO MEET THURSDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2010 AT THE KANE COUNTRY CLUB


KEYNOTE SPEAKER TO DISCUSS ‘IMPACTS OF WIND ENERGY DEVELOPMENT’ 


The Roach-Bauer Forestry Forum will host Mr. Michael Barton, Consulting Forester with Barton Forestry Consulting, to discuss forest management issues related to wind energy development on Thursday, October 7, 2010, at the Kane Country Club on U.S. 6 east of Kane in McKean County.  Mr. Barton will present ‘Impacts of Wind Energy Development’.  Michael’s presentation will highlight his extensive experience in negotiation, development, and administration of wind energy projects and draw on learning experiences as Director of the Appalachian Ridge Wind Energy Education Center.  This presentation will be of interest to wildlife, forestry, and conservation organizations.	Michael Barton is the owner of Barton Forestry Consulting and the Western Regional Manager of Schoener Environmental.  Michael’s specialty is negotiation, development, and administration of wind energy projects, although he also handles aspects of forest management on private and municipal properties.  Michael has represented the landowner or the wind development company on several projects in south-central Pennsylvania.  He conducted over 200 wind farm tours for educators, foresters, landowners, and numerous dignitaries as director of the Appalachian Ridge Wind Energy Education Center. 


	 The Kane Country Club is located on U.S. Route 6 about three miles east of Kane, Pa.  Preceding the talk will be a no-host social hour at 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. and dinner at 6:30 p.m.  The program will start at 7:00 p.m.  Reservations are required!  Early reservations received by Friday, September 24, are $24.00.  The cost of reservations from September 25 through October 1 will be $25.00.  The cost for full-time students pursuing a natural resource degree is $6.00.  No reservations will be accepted after October 1.  For reservations, contact the Allegheny Hardwood Utilization Group, PO Box 133, Kane, Pa., 16735, at 814-837-8550, e-mail at hardwood@penn.com, or FAX 814-837-4950.                                                                     





























































































































Global Competiveness Seminar





	Christine Perneski, Export Marketing Director for the North Central Planning Commission and Sue Swanson  Executive Director of  AHUG, recently participated in a Global Competitiveness Seminar that focused exclusively on strategies for success of the hardwood sector in the China Market.  Hosted by West Virginia University, seminar speakers included individuals from the US Forest Service, West Virginia University, Environmental Investigation Agencies, The American Hardwoods Export Council and numerous Chinese Furniture Manufacturers.  Presentations addressed both opportunities and barriers confronting the US hardwood market in an increasingly challenging global economy. 


*US Goods and Services trade with China totaled $410 billion in 2007.  During this period, China imported approximately $222 million of hardwood lumber from the US. 


*The US and China have together accounted for over 50% of the world economic growth in the last decade. 


*The US has become the leading exporter of hardwood lumber and logs in the world. Hardwoods account for approximately 88% of the value of US lumber exported to China. 


	Elk County was well represented at the seminar as Dr. David DeVallance, Assistant Professor, Division of Forestry & Natural Resources, West Virginia University and originally from Ridgway, presented on the Competitiveness of Appalachian Hardwood Products in China.   Also, Edward Cesa, Deputy Director of the Wood Education Resource Center, USDA Forest Service and a native of Kersey, provided the closing remarks for the conference.


	














AHUG Logger of the Year Recognized





	Kevin Snyder of Pleasantville, Pa. the 2010 AHUG Logger of the Year has been selected as the Forest Resource Association’s Appalachian Regional Outstanding Logger. Kevin will be honored in September at the Regional meeting of the FRA. 


	Kevin is the latest of many local loggers who have gone on to win at the regional level. We send congratulations to Kevin and wish him well in the national competition.








One Millionth Visitor to the Woodmobile 





	Ag Progress Days saw the 1 millionth visitor to go through the Woodmobile. The event was celebrated by Secretary of Agriculture Russell Redding. A group of Home School Students collectively got the honor of being the millionth visitor. In addition members of the Hardwoods Development Council, legislators and industry supporters of the Woodmobile were on hand to witness the event.











